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He's four years old, he suffers and he fights... 
Kiichi wrestles with his internal demons. 
A bloody shoot out forced him to face reality... 
and shocked him tremendously! 
He will now realize he can never see his 
mother or father again... 
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CHAPTER 19 


























medicine. 
lll be better 
tomorrow! 


| took him to 
"the public bath... 
You should have 
seen him covered 
in foam, crying 
"It tickles"! 








You know... 
IF you catch 
a cold, we 
won't be able 
to get toa 
doctor. 


for causing 
YOu So 


much 
trouble, 
Tetsu... 

















That's 


The quintes- exactly 
sence of my nae’ arial 
being is slowly §— Aare 

crumbling... i 

That brat is 
hartitil to wy 
psychological 

integrity! 

































































| don't 
want to 
waste my 
time with 
a parrot! 
| told you 
already! 








Nah! 
Ie was pele 
totally anythin 
fortu- anything 





















































Stay here 
and play on 
your own? 
Until this 


evening? 







































































“There are 
5 kinds of 
tickets for 
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filing in 
thelr 
grids! 
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ye] 


strongest, 


we win some. 
money. 
















+ Three 
other horses 
have the same. 
racing style, 
and he's far 
from the 
inside. | don't 
think he'll 
make it... 




















Miruko- 
High-Kick... 
His odds is 
five to one. 
Bah... He's 
not so bad, 

but... 






































































































































































































































We have 


to guess... 
which will 
arrive first are 
and doing a 


‘ S second. 


) 


TEES 





fou 
\ 











the horse 
you were 
looking at 
inthe Pf 
paddock. 















































r i By the way, 
Ug master, are 


you going to 























your sister's |” 
son must 
ease the 
tensions... 


patched 
things up 
with your 
millionaire 
parents, 
master? 





Tell me, 
my little 
Pochi, 
what's 
your real 
name? 


WV AV AVA A 





sake, | 
can't con- 



















itil mainly be rarer 
just about spirit/ Yeees! Chil... Give 
Number 15, 4 and 8 Third race, me your in- 
seemed in good — the Squab- sight for 
shape during the last ble of the the next 
training, but the newbies! race. 


isn't bad either, and 
his equipment has 
been lightened. 





Hehehe! 
You gotta try 
something else.. 
There's no 
number 1 or 3 in 
this race. Too 
bad, Pochi! 


You're 
bidding on 




















What's more, 
he was among 
the favorites. 





He He only 
means count up to 
thir- ten. So if 
teen! he says 

one-three 


loosebox 
thirteen that 

won, not 
horse number 

thirteen. 








UT 
L, Gist 














My! Number 
ten is quoted Avae 


I"super oustider 


10000"! 
What are you A 




















property! 











TAKEESLUYL- 
TAKA COMES 
SECOND. 
KOIZUMI'S EMONUKAN- 
WHIPPING NEN COE, 
70 THE 
OUTSIDE! 
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goood, 
he diel if 
¥IGOOOO for 
































































7 show << 
you what \ 
comes = 
next. y) 
Bight Here we [o7 es as 4 aS 
Y million go for... = 7 


yens! 
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lator 
ara 


Come 
and get 
si the tasty 
ah Chritmas 
3 cakes! 





























{it’s 


It's a rather f 

f It's 
It's a Selling! 
dancing Well 


homeless Christ Fale 
who picks mas ff 





























oes THE 
MURDERED pigap- 


OF THE ie 


COUPLE; PEARANCE} 
HAS BEEN OF KIICHI 
MADE SOMEYA, 
PUBLIC... THE 
YOUNG 


I WANTED 
TO ASK YOU... 
DURING THOSE 

MOMENTS 

WHEN YOU 

LOST SIGHT 

OF HIM... 


DON'T 
HESITATE TO 
CONTACT YOUR 
POLICE PRE- 
CINCT IF YOu 
HOLD ANY 
INFORMATIONS 
LIKELY TO 
HELP THE 
RESEARCH 


THE SUBTI- 


00D, 
Let's 
RE- 
sume 
THEN! 


TLES ON 
SCREEN? 
YEAH? 


IT WOULD 
APPEAR THAT 
ONE DAY, HE 
WENT ON HIS. 
OWN TO KU- 

SUKURI, A 








COME 


BACK 
KIICHI, 
I BEG 


IT'sA 
BUDDING 
ADVEN- 
TURER, 
ALWAYS: 





“KIICHI 
NEVER 





























Youtre a 
quite the 
businessman! 
You're playing 
on the com- 
passion! 











where it’s 
warm, 


A person 
And who's able to 
makes a sell something 


good profit 49 someone 


that doesn't 


out of It. heed ft... 


A business 
man it's like 
the confec- 
tioner, the 
toy merchant, 
Or... 








It's a lot of 
money, but it’s 
money that the 

buyer is ready to 
Pay in order to 
get the stuff! 


IF | talk 
about 
this... 





sick again, 

how will we 
doP We 

can't bring 
him to a 
doctor. 


it'll go away 
with the 
medicine 
| bought, 
but... 


About 
his cold 














What's more, 


you get a nice 
welcoming! 
Ill just have 
to watch my 
ass during 
the opening 





Your sister 
could act as 
guarantor. 

Think of the 





A small room 
with bars on 
the windows, 
‘out of bed 
early, back 
in bed early, 


a healthy 
life! alimony! 











All of this 
is amoral! 
Nothing 
justifies 
what we 
did... 


You never 

know what 
tomorrow 
holds... So. 
we're gonna 
sleep on it 

for now 





om 


TAM 
PE MAS 





Your left brain} im 


seems to be 

AWOL... This 

doesn’t make 
any sense! 

But, oh well 























fe 
¥ 
ferreron 


Me... 
ll stay with 
him... | want 
to stay with 












































It's 






To lighten 
a bit the pain 
of Pochi's 
grandparents, 
we're gonna 
prepare him a 
good meal. 


not 
much, 
but 































Warning: 
Itis forbidden 
to install shelters 
on the lawn. j 
Violators will bef 4 
evicted immediagh’ 

Tokyo Officg 

y 
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shirataki: spinned Konyaku. Konyaku is a jelly paste extracted from the tuber of the same name. 


Will you 
come to help 
me, GonP 
l've got a ton 
of shopping 
to get. 





Merry 
It's the Christ- 
24th, it's mas! 
Christmas: 
Eve. 

Christmas: 

is on the 
25th, noP 











we fed all 


those 
people? 


That's 

kind of | 
Don't you! 
forget Still 
about the 
apart- 


Uncle isn’t 
fit to be a 
business- 











W Maedaaa, 
you still 





We 


TN 


in certain 
situaq 


wondering... 
D'you think 
the police 





instance... 
Tell me what 


interesting 
to you. 


Y "examina- tial cancll 
date” 


kabuki* 

actor iS — Sprinte’s 
suspected immunity” £> 
of scato- 2 
logical 

deviance” 


human after 
all, so they 
must be more 
motivated de- f 
pending on 
the affair, 



















To your 
who | know 
nothing of; 
who I've 
never seen 








been six 
mortths. .. 
| know it 
may seem 
out of 

place to 


tell this... 
















Every day, 
| come by 
to see if 
you're still 












And then... 
You sound 
your siren. 
It makes me 
feel good... 
| know it 

sounds 
‘stupid... 
















Kiichi, 
the kid who 
disappeared, 
he's ab my 
place at the 

moment 





I've always 
believed in destiny. 
And | shouldn't: 
give a crap about 
giving him back, 
or even being 
arrested... 


slS that 

| don’t wanna 
loose this 
quiet and 

simple life of 

mine. That's 
all | know 





not an 
abduction, 
with us on pepe 
his own Rerapens 


will. 























Vm 
gonna 
introduce 





Uncle 
is staying 
right here. 

Go see 
him. 


























Buy... It means 


You told H : i Se Maeda 
him he j } a asked me 
was us { %\ to meet 





Maeda said 
that we could 
blame it on 
him. 


| told him 
that Kiichi, 
the son of 
the murdered 
couple, was 
with us. 

















I'm giving 
it to 


Make 
your 
choice... 
Kiichi. 











At any rate, 

Simple for destiny 
and to have it 

realistic, its way, it's 

isn't better to go 
it? with the 





truth is, that 
skinflint was, 
trying to steal 
Madea's 
bags! 


that Poku got 
electrified 

with his gizmo 
that makes 
"ozz bzz"P 

















Weird 
business... 
Let's just 


forget 
about it 















































That's 
very 
strange 


and looked 
at your 






















---Told me 
that he 
wanted to 


that he liked 
him very 








ten millions! 
What's 
happening 














It's his 
money, 
but | think 
we can 


+TO 
help him 
resolve his |K 
problems 


You mean... 

The apart- 

ment! We're 

going to rent 


a me 
ET 




































































*shogi: the japanese version of the chess game 


Hum... 
It's really 
¥100 for 
a news- 

paper? 

















Not 
enough?! 
Then... 
What if | 
add ten 
thousands 
P! 


‘one bill in 
return. 


Aaah! 
Shibata 
? 





















































































































































































































































| want 
to talk 
with Kiichi. 
One on 
one. 











CHAPTER 22 





















































VU tell 





But I'm Cae \ | have no 
on your interest 
side. Q in you 





/ want to 
(it Pa. 
































Yesterday 

you chose 

the money. 
Not the. 
gun, nor 
the doll. 





Ima 
business 








me. 



















Kiichi. 
Look 
me in 
the 
eyes. 














IF you move 
your eyes, 







What... 
What do 
you want 
the most, 
besides 
money? 


















else, you 





loose 











you think 
your 
parents 
are right 
now...P J 








how you can 
see your 
mommy 
and daddy 
again. 









































If you die, 
you can see 
you mommy 
and daddy 

again, up 


\ y 















































Your mommy 
and daddy 
want to see 
you again, 
so... Why do 
you want to 


won't do it. 
Your eyes 
say that 
you're ad- 
dicted to 































































































“oden: dish composed of vegetables and fish fritter cook 
5 7 IT 


I 























AFFAIR. 
THE GRAND- 
ree eos bee _| 
SOMEYA ARE == 7 ES 
LIVING A 
TRYING END 
OF THE 




















And 





Disguising 
Pochi as a 
girl to go 








TO WHOEVER 
GIVES INFOR- 
MATIONS 
ABOUT THEIR 
GRANDSON 


THEY'VE 
OFFERED 
A ONE 
MILLION 
YENS 


















| already 
told you, 
it's the 

note from 






f 


You should 
X keep it on, 
gonna call you 
Potshire- 
terrier, 
okP! 


belongings = wriggle drinkP You 
inside my tent, wal about! Know you 
to create i { can't handle 
evidences... ‘ w— 2. 








Pretend to 
have been 
Destroy threatened 


this 
note no and forced tigation, do 
to take care if 
matter him in as if you 
what... || Olin didn't know 
eteeenen a thing... 


In case of 
police inves- 








THREATEPED Arp coetep Vo Thre 
Q\CAPCE. oF Him Im mt ABSENCE, 








fA DesTeow THs mete mo mA TT 
WHAT To HAVE PEACE 0 mind, 
Thy A SIMMER So Doe'T CRET Asoc 
MALLING mE A CRImIPAL. 








| can see 
mom and 
dad again 




































































“Hachinoe: a city on the Pacific coast, south-east of the Aomori region 





ms 





Cuapter 23 

















































































































Come on, 
Pochan, 
we're going 
to eat 
sandwiches, 
okP 


‘Ny 
A, 


Cuaprer 23 








Really... 

| was worth- 
while that 

| cooked 
something! 











| prepared 
this on 
purpose, 
and you 
eat only 
the 
crust? 


A bit 
earlier, when 
| brought him 
Pochi's stuff, 

he wasn't 
there al- 





| like to alright! 
eat the | just: 


crust, dipped can't eat 


in milk and this girly 
sprinkled stuff for 





You went to 

talk about 

death with 
Maeda, 
Pochi? 





"See your 
mommy 
and daddy 
again if 
you die” 


torment 


carefully, Pochi. 
| already told 
you this, but 
I'll repeat it 
again. 


Wether 
you're alive 
or dead, you 
will never see 
you tom and 
dad again! 











Stop 
lying to him! 
It’s too 
twisted... 
Maeda is 
way more 
honest than 
you! 





Hey! 
Where are 
you goin’, 

Pochi? 

We're 


LN talking 
: about 
(s it the you! 


MA) sanciwiches? 


You're not 
feeling well, 











It's best to 
get ready 
and take the 
necessary 
measures. 
We can't 


You 
know what, 
Momo? I'll 
lent you my 
brain's right 
lobe to help 
you under 


take things 
lightly any- 
more. Every- 
thing's going 
to accelerate 

and we're 
taking a big 

risk. 


the million 
yens 
reward 



































I. 
| will go 
there! 
It's a 
won- 
derful 

place! 




















sequestra- 
tion of a 
minor is a 





ih 
A ONECEE 
Yvoufare SeWe. | 


subject tof 
VeCE ZOF- 




















relieved and 
| laugh... 
Silly fuck! 
























































































































































FOR ANY 
_ |) useFuL 
INFORMA- 























Uh... 
We brought 
his belong- 














| didn’t get 


what you 
said! 


Right. 
I'm quite We'll say 
busy these that | 
days. Come lost at 
back in two _ the 
weeks 


My dream 
of going to 
Machu Picchu 
is broken! IF 
one gives up, 
one is lost... 
So I'm almost: 





homeless like 

me can't get 
a passport, 
or a visa! 





I"ve got a 
surprise story 
for ya. You 
wanna listen or 
notP You 
should listen, 
you should. 


about 
Kiichiii 
/ 


Hae a 


Se 


Lei 


a 
yes 


















































| came to 
get you, 
like you 
hoped for, 
Kiichi 
































pu 














Tetsuya... 
Today, I'll 


vanish 














| have 
business 

to do... 
In Rokku*. 





| don't wanna 
know! Pochi 


you stay here 
and be nice, 


And after 
that... 
lll disap- 
pear... 
Somewhere 




























Hmm... 
Tell me 
honestly 











Doesn't it 
bother you to 
betray your 
friends for 
money? 




















Over 
here! 
The 


criminals 















































K 


Craprer 24 - 


Pochan 
is at 
Maeda's?! ff 


I 
Ara 
al 
a 
a] 
al 
‘| 
Mi 
































Kiichi's 
It's not here... 
the But there 
proof are three 


Zabu- 
tons*! 


Clues... 
A child 


























) Ws AS 








fascinating 
though, is 
the look, the 
expression 
of those 
~\ around him 


magnificient. eighteen, 
My heart | catched 
skipped a the eyes 
of a kid 



































| saw a 


dergarten. 
He was. 

wandering 
about 


Good 
evening, 











A bag with 
Child clothes 











| _ They... 
fees They're not 
BP here! What 








you 


very 
much, 
Mr Michi- 








| ote yi) ps 1) 


7. Hid ral Fl 


at 





































































































IN THE 

TENT OF A 

HOMELESS 
PERSON 





wT COUP 
BE THE CHILD 
WE'RE LOOKING 
FOR... KUCH 
SOMEYA. I'M 
RETURNING TO 
AQ. OVER! 


I FOUND 
TRACES OF THE 
PRESENCE OF A 
CHL. I'M WITH 
A WITNESS. 
A POTENTIAL 
SUSPECT! 





























MA 


Pe 



































He’s dleadP 














If you live, 
your morm ana 
eclad! will come to 
get you. Do you 
wnelerstand, 
Pochan?! 





/f you die, 
you can see 
your mornuny 

and clacely 

again. 





Whether 
you're clead! 
or alive, you 

will hever see 






































































































CHAPTER 26 

















a 


“ 


R 


Fa Teneo inn, A mh on IN 


xh 


TL 


















































Bae wef GUNFIRE IN 
ad in TA pl FRONT OF THE 
ous ’ "PILLOW TALK" 





APPAR- 
ENTLY; TWO 
CUSTOMERS 
HAVE BEEN 











Seems kid 
in Shock - 









































The money A pe 
I withdrew ++. | There is 
when | got kj | clothes in 


back earlier. 
And also 





+.OF my 
fantastic the- 
atrical repre- 
sentations of 

“A united 
couple”, and 


Ta vm & Ai 
That ; io 


you 
can use it for 
you own stag- 
ing cost. You 
can continue 
your “mother 
shar"... 
Or play an 
other role 





























cg gonna come 
Hr\ out with the 
ridiculous 


«--"Don't you % 
love me any 
more>", "So is 
it really over>” 
or “You're 
abondonning 
meP" 


| want 
stay with 
Kiichi! 





Enough, 
Momo! 
Please! 


I don't want 
to hear that... 
What | want 
is... to go 
back to my 
life, simple 
and quiet... 





He's been 
shivering 
like this 

for a while 


WhatP You're 
traumatized 
because you 
saw a man dieP 


the first time 
though... 











Mommy... 
Daddy... 
are not... 
coming... 
to get 
me... 
















Listen, 





Or do Pochi! 
do you you want Do you 
chooseP togowith want to go 






Do you 
under- 
stand? 


aunty? back to 



























A human being 


is always alone! 
But don't you 
worry! You'll find 
out that being 
alone is a won- 
derful thing! 
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AAR SY 

Due to THe | TaR A 

HIGH NUMBER OF | eetebdN UK 

TRAVELLERS IN eh) ‘ iN 
THE END OF : {) \ " 

THESE HOLIDAYS, | [IIT 

THE TRAIN IS AT 1AM 

FULL CAPACITY 





i tonight. fy fy 












And 
aunty will 
buy some 
cosmet= 

ics! 


IFiyy 777 (A toy! ‘Hmm| 
4 we're. f 








Good 
morning, 












FE D 

going pale — 
to buy i 
a toy, 2 
2 i «A 


VE 




















THE DISTRICT 
COMMSIONER 
HAS JUST 
ANNOUNCED 
THAT THE 
POLICE HAS 
ARRESTED A 
CULPRIT... 


LITLLE KIICHI 7, 
SOMEYA 





















































IF you don't: 
say a thing, 
aunty won't 
be able to 
help you... 


wal don't 
under= 
stand 





aaaaall 
wrinkled 
! 

























































































Uh... Dirtying 
your clothes 


On! 























| liver to my 
regret... 


waiting for 
someone 

too. | wish 

she'd come 





I've never 
been dead. 
| don't under- 
stand it all. 
Exactly like 


Aunty is a 
fool. She 
doesn't know 
everything. 





thinking of 
those who 
died. Or by ii 
forgetting 

hi 


you're alive, 
you have no 
alternative 
but to keep 
on living... 
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= 


== QOD 








A Her nick- 
name is 
"Dkipon". 








/ IF you 
don't un- 






















































































































































































— 





/ Nice to 
meet you! 
Vn Aki- 


moto. I'm 
in charge 
of the 
glycine 

room 









































I'm sorry, 
| must 
cancel 

tonight's 

mahjong 

















I We're going 
to see some 
friends. I'm 
afraid we'll 
come back 
late... 

















You know, Hiss No/iri, 
in the ole! days, they'd 
called “Mornajiri” arn 
ass that’s not fit to 
ticle @ horse. 


eos YOU/relasst 
ee WN GoSr’Z! 











7 Momojiri! 
It's been 
















































































































































































































































































mixed 
with warm 
water, 
wasn't = 
bP 
Plus, playing ‘i ‘sient ine is 
the shy virgin | agreed to ae a sr 
in the fret a first date, H become crazy the shi % 
place got me lm then another... about me. — bori* sup 
a room and too —andcome the EL) | don't know plier for 
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‘warmed or cooled towel to wipe one's face or hands. 
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Am | that good? getting 
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The... 
The kid! 
No "shag" 
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You think... 
the police 
Is going to 
catch you, 
don't youP 


ready to kill 
him and then 
kill yourself, 
aren't youP 


would we 
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This, you'll 
understand 
when you'll 





An adult, 
quickly. 






































Come here. 
There, calm 
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